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'TO THE 


Reverend the Priefts and Deacons, | 
who were lately Ordain'd by the 
Lord Biſhop of Peterborough, 


His DISCOURSE. 
Preachd for their Service, 
and now Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 
is moſt bumbly Dedicated and Pre- 


ſented, by their 1 
Affectionate Brother, 
Peterborough, 1 
3 and very Faithful Servant, 
1719. 


7. RUSSELI. 


n. iv. i ' a 
Take heed unto thy Self, and unto thy 


Daoelrine; continue in them: for in doin 
this, thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and 
them that hear ther. 


int Paul not being ſatisfied that 
he perform'd his own Duty, 
WY unleſs he reminded others of 
bheirs, writes this Epiſtle to 
ino hy, to direct him how to 
e ngovern the Church of Chriſt, 
Ihe many admirable Precepts which relate to 
Timothy's Conduct, ſeem all to be compris d in KH 
theſe tew, but excellent words. of my Text, L 
Take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy Doc- 
trine ; continue in them : for in doing this, thou 
ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and them that hear thee. 
Which words, tho at firſt deliver'd to Timoti 
as a Biſhop, are a Direction to us and all ee 
ing Miniſters, how to govern our ſelves, and 
edify the People commiited to us; and therefore 
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6 The Duty and Reward 


may be proper to employ our Thoughts at a 

time when we are called to this Office, and hy 

the ſame Holy Spirit which calleth us, coth- 

manded to Take beed unto our ſelves, and uro 

our Doctrine, and to continue in them: And 2 

an Encouragement, are promis d, that . 

ing, we fbatl both ſave our ſelves, and t em that 

hear us. 

= diſcourſing upon which words, I ſhall con- 
1 


1 The deer enjoin d, Toke heed unto o th 
Self. and unto thy Dottrine, 


n The Perſeverance in this Duty ire 


continue in them. 


ns 


1 In., The Reward that with attend our La 
bours; in doing this, thou ſpalt both favs 
10 N 2 and them that hear thee. And, 


"Tatts, T will mention ſome Means, wh 
may enable us to diſcharge the Duty, and 
© qualify us to receive the Reward. 


wAGD woo, 


"Firſt then, I am to conſider the Duty enjoin- 
ed us, Take heed unto thy Self, and unto thy 
Dofrine. 

By which words we may underſtand, that we 
take "heed Firſt, unto our ſelves, that we live as 
we preach. And Secondly, unto our Doctrine, that 
we preach as becomes the Goſpel of 2 

at 


* 3 ” . 
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ſo in eve is reſpe& we may ſhew our elvis 


F the CIE Rm  -F 
That we take heed Firſt unto Ourſelves, That 
our outward Behaviour be Inoffenſiye, Prudent, 


and Sincere. That the frame and temper of 
our Minds be Holy, Humble, and Devout, that 


Patterns of good Works, and 46s: the Dottrine 


of Chriſt in all things. 


And indeed, ſince People are led more by 
Example than Precept, unleſs. our Lives be 
ſvitable to our Do&rines, and our Practice cor - 
reſpondent to our Profeſſion, we cannot Pro- 
miſe our ſelves much Succeſs. 

Our Words, tis true, may Convince our 
Hearers, but it muſt be our Works that will 
Convert them. The ſtrength of our Arguments: 
may Silence them, but it muſt be the Holineſs 
of our Actions that will Satisfy them. The 
evidence of our Demonſtrations may force them 


toconfeſs theTruth, but we our ſelves muſt walk 


according to it, in order to prevail upon them 
to practiſe it. It is the Unblameableneſs of aur 
Converſation. that chiefly gains their Hearts, and 
reforms their Manners. 

If therefore we would recommend our Do- 
ctrine to the People, as well as our ſelves to 
God, let us firſt diſtinguiſh our ſelves by the 
Sanity: of our Manners, the Innocence of aur 
Lives, and the Brightneſs of our Example: Bx 
this means obliging our very Enemies to con- 
feſs, that all our Actions are done with Inte- 
grity, Sincerity, and Godly Simplicity ; that 
us Motive, the Eu. and Deſign of them * 
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is neither Praiſe nor Profit to our ſelves, but 
only. Glory to God, and Salvation to Man. 
If we thus let our Light ſbine before Men, 


and make our Lives an holy Lecture to our Peo- 
ple, we ſhall at once do our own Duty, and uſe 
the moſt powerful Perſuaſive to win them to 4 


diſcharge of theirs. ä 

This Method of Inſtrudting i is ſo engaging, 
as to be neither Contradicted nor Reſiſted; but 
muſt neceſſarily influence the People, When 
they find themſelves forc'd to believe, that we 
are recommending to them no other Duties but 


what we are in earneſt practiſing our ſelves; 5 


and will therefore induce them to treat us not 
with that Ignominy and Contempt, as they 
have too oſten done, but with ſuch Reverence 
and Reſpect as is proportionable to the Dig. 
of our Character, the Sacredneſs of our 
Offer. and the Majeſty of that God in whoſe 
more 1 Service we are employ d. 
And ſince nothing gives a Diſcourſe ſuch 
weight and Authority, as the unblemiſh'd Life 
of the Perſon who ſpeaks it, this Method will 


be moſt likely to recommend our Doctrine, and 


to influence the e to hear us, AS they did 
Chriſt, Glady). 

And this brings me to eder Secondly, 
Our Do&trine : *Take heed unto thy Doctrine. 

- Under which Word we may comprehend 


al the different ways of Inſtructing the People; 
and ſince none can be better than thoſe Re. 
- of us by our Church; — none 


can 


G 


„ 


of "the. Ct vb. # 
can be more proper for 1 Conſi 


tion. TUM 4 5-9 vhe 
And ft; Our Church 
Preaching. 2835 
Since God ls e Preaching to 5 85 the 
Means of diſcovering his Will to Man, how 
frequent ought we to be in the diſcharge 
of this Duty? For God forbid that any Soul 
ſhould be dobro 'd for lack of N nowledge- . Hol. 
And 5 our Reputation among the people 
depends very much upon this one thing, How 
careful ought we to be that our Dorines be 
Sound; our Expreſſions Proper: Not ſuch 
as may only pleaſe the Ear, or delight the 
Fancy: but ſuch as ' may make Men better 5 
ſuch as may affect the Heart, and touch the 
Conſcience; ſuch as may be attended to with an 
Holy Fear and Godly Reverence. © 
And fince this is the way of putting our F lock 
into an hopeful ſtate of Salvation, What La- 
bour and Pains ought we to take, to prepare 
ſuch Diſcourſes as ben be inſtrumental! to thin 
Bleſſed End 
What Prudence i is here required to improve 
every Opportunity to adapt theſe our Diſeour- 
es to the Circumſtance of Time, and the” Con- 
ditions of the Perſons! ' 
Sometimes, to reduce Sinners Wem Abe Error 
of their Ways, by repreſenting to their affright- 
ed Conſciences the blackeſt Images of the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, ä 2 before E 
the 
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cher Fl Vias:gf God's Wrath, hich will, 


inevitably be poured out upon the Impenitent; 


ang ngo. At Other times, to win them 
over to the Paths of Peace, by Meekneſ⸗ . Gen- 
end Love, % e pod 100 
etimes, to preach the Truths ofthe: Goſpel 
with an yndaunted Firmnels f Mind, with an 
oly 3 of 8 and an; unſhaken 
es ering no Man to de. 
ſpiſe vs ; MH 2s pleaſing Men, but God, which. 
tricththe Wok 46 Te 40 5500 bits 
At other times, to Wave diſobliging Truths ; 
70 Pp leaſe ell men in, all things [L. 1 Cor, 10. 33. ] 
to the wege, to became -4s weak, that: fon we may. 
15 the. weak:: , And ro he made. all things to all 
12 71 by all means me may ſave, ſoms. 1 Cor. 
221 — 1 15511 9 7 Ans VE 
aut gt al Times, und in all. Places, weare 
to handle the Word of God, not deceitfully, 
without Vanity, without: Affectation, without 
wonldly.: Wiſdom, Without Partiality, without 
Hypoczifi, but with ſuch Reverence, Gravity, 
and Sigcerity as is ſuitable to the Importance 


5 our Commiſion, and 110 Honour of our 


Maſten n 97911 

Let qu thenrdere preach f 0 Dodrioe, how 
Popujar or faſhionable ſoever it may be, unleſs 
we are fully ſatisfied of the Truth of. it, and 
that it s agrecable to the Will of God. Now, 
the Wall ef Cod being diſcovered to us, both 
by Ke alen and Revelation we may juſtly ſulpect 


te ck ruth of any Dogrins that is coutrary — 
27 | 4 LEIG 


ord 1 a+ 1 n "EY * aa. 
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f the Cy E N pil _TF 
the one or not to de dead 5 or Ueucibie 


JO Other. 1 7111 "> 11 ff Inis 
But Spfdcede Side! ve; 21 n 
Since Preaching is bobo part of eur Nut; 


jr us conſider, ! CY 210107 Valli UN — 530 
Cutechi g. ' which tho not ſo popatiy, 
i yet be no leſs pleafires to God, and Sr ofat 


ble to Man. And, indeed; if we would fefbr Non 


the preſent, and rightly educate the' ft 
neration, we inuft begin with the Y Geh. Aud 
ſow the Seeds of Rel gian in their Hettrs' el 
fore the Enemy hath ſcattered his 1 ates" there 
in. We muſt prevent the Temptatibng'bFt 


Devil, by repreſenting to, and imprintiri on 


their tender Minds the -Amiabtenefs uf Vert 
and the Beauty of Holineſs; before they Are Yer 
witch d with, and entangled * the” DeBvirfuk 
neſs of Sin. 751 Isen: 
This is the way of lay ing uch 6558 Pp n 
tions, as will make the. Doctrines and Duties 
which we may hereafter preach, better uiider- 
ſtood, and more eaſily practiſed: And therefpre, 
how much foever this Duty may be at Prel ent 
neglected or diſregarded, we can never be bet. 


ter employ d, than when we are eee 


Work of our Miniſir v. 
But 3dhy, Our Church requires of us the 
daily Reading the Drag; = 0 1 Rn 
Before this Aſſembly, there's no need 1 
mentioning how Paſſionate, how Proper, and 
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* Preface 7 en rn upon —_ Church — by bis 
Grace the Lord Arch- -Biſhop of Canterbury. 
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12 The Duty and Reward 
bow Elegant the Words of our Common Prajer 


are much leſs of Vindicating the Uſe of it 

from the Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe Men who 
will not allow us to offer up the ſame Petitions 
to God, tho they confeſs, that our Common 


Neceſſities are the ſame, and that we ought: to 
Pray to, and Praiſe God for the ſame Things. 


"This only I ſhall obſerve, that the. beſt way 
of anſwering the End of our Excellent Liturgy, 


is to read it with a becoming Decency, ſome 


Parts of it with a deep Humility ; others, with 
a_ſuitable Majeſty and Authority; all with 
Gia and Reverence. 

By this means, we ſhall at once rordmmtticnd 


our Prayers, and raiſe the Affectious of thoſe 
that hear them, when they perceive, that we 


add. to theſe External Forms of Worſhip an In- 
ternal Fervour of Devotion, and by our Out- 
ward expreſſing theſe pious Collects, diſcover 
ra lowardly 1 we our ſelves are affected with 
them. 

J proceed to our Duty in Vi 72 the Sick. 
How ſolemn is this Office? What Circum- 
ſpection and Care is requiſite in the Diſcharge 
of it? Shall we run over the Prayers preſcrib d, 
an? fo depart? — This would neither anſwer 
the Expectat ion of the Sick Perſon, nor the 99 
tention of the Liturgy, 

But we are to euquire into his State, and to 
examine what has bcen his Faith and Practice. 
And if we find, in theſe Reſp. fs. his Con di- 
_ 4 cate 12 2. alas, malt we then 
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do? Maſt: we aggravate to him the Nature 


and Guilt of his Sins, and terrify him with à 


Relation of the Majeſty and Juſtice of that 


God againſt whom they are committed? 
This would drive the unhappy Soul into De- 


ſpair, and by no means be agreeable to the 


Meekneſs and Mercy of our Maſter, that Lamb 
of God, who, we know, will not break the 
bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking "oy 


Mat. 12. 20. 


Muſt we then lay before him the anbounded 
Mercids of God? And, upon his Confeſſing his 
Sins, comfort his Afflicted Soul with the plea- 


ſing Sounds of certain Pardon and Peace? 


This we cannot do's for how ſhall we preſume 
to ſpeak Peace, unleſs we know that there is 
Peace? And how can we be affured that there 
is Peace, unleſs we are convinced of the Since- 
rity. of his Repentance? And how can he ſa- 
tisfy us of this, when he has now, perhaps, 
neither Time nor CE” left him to 
do it? 

In ſuch Caſes, let us encourage che Sick Man 
to do all the Good he can, by Acts of Repen- 
tance, Reſtitution, Charity, Forgweneſs, and 
the like; only let us be very cautious that we 


be not over- forward to pats Sentence, left we 
unhappily caſt away a Soul in Deſpair, or raiſe 


him up to an ill · grounded Confidence. 
Next, let us take a View of the Two Sacra: 


ments, Boprym, and the SP: mw the Lord. 


As 
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14 The Duty and Reward 


As to the former, let us neither, to gratify 
the Pride of Parents, nor to enereaſe our own 
Rexerives, adminiſter it ſo frequently in Pri- 
vate, as we do: But let us perſwade our Pa- 
riſhoners to bring their Children to Church, 
that fo the Congregation: may be reminded of 
their Baptiſmal Vow, and the Baptiſed Infant 
be benefited by the Prayers of the Congrega- 
ti 20 VB ERS | e * 1 | 55 P 
9 to the latter, viz. The Supper of the Lord, 
let us reſtore. Primitive Piety, by reſtoring the 
Primitive Frequeney in Celebrating it. Let us 
alſo be very careful to give our People juſt No- 
tions of it ; to aſſure them, that from the Aſ- 
ſert ion of a Real, they are not to be led to be- 
lieve a Corporal Prefence ; the Bread being after 
Conſecration ſtill Bread, and thæ Wine, Wine. 
That when they hear it call'd 4 Propitiator, 
Ohlation or Unblobdy Sacrifice; they may un- 
derſtand it no otherwiſe than as the Repreſenta- 
tion only of the true and proper Sacrifice of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood once offer'd on the 
Croſs, or as it is accompanied with the Obla- 
tion and Sacrifice of our Prayers and Praiſes, 
But let us invite our People to it as to a Feaſt 
of Charity, inſtituted and ordained for à con- 
tinual Commemoration of the Death of Chriſt, 
and of all thoſe great and glorious Benefits 
which we receive thereby. C30 „ 
The laſt Method of Inſtructing our People 
that I ſhall mention, is, by being frequently in 
their Company, by teaching them, as St. Paul 

| | did, 


N 


f abe OL EA. g 


did, not only Publickly; but from Houſe to 


Houſe, Acts 20. 20. By making them ſuch 
Viſits as are for their Improvement, ſuch 
as are attended with Inſtruction, Conſola- 
tion, Reproof 3 that fo we may have  hap- 
py Opportunities to give». privately Wiſdom 
to the Fooliſh, and to make chem Wiſe unte 


Salvation; that ſo we may adminiſter Comfort 
to the Diſtreſſed, Rebuke to the Scorner, Un- 
derſtanding to the Ignorant, Satisfaction to the 


Doubtful, Strength to the Feeble, Subtiliy 10 
the Simple, to the young Man Knowledge and 
Diſcretion, Prov. 1. 4. Such Viſits as are at- 


| tended wich all holy Converſation and Godli- 


neſs, that ſo we may recommend Vertue, dif 
countenance Vice, diſarm Paflion, and ſweeten 
the Temper of Mankind; that ſo we may make 
Men more ſociable: to each other here, and fit 
and prepare them for the Society of Angels, 
and the Spirits of Juſt Men made e here- 
_— 5. 
If we thus bean to labour 5 in our Words, 
and in our Works, in our Actions and Do- 
ctrines; — If we thus quit our ſelves like Men 
in our Precepts and Practice, we ſhall eaſily be 
prevail d upon to perſevere in our Duty, e 
is the ſecond Thing to be ſpoken to. 
Expreſſed in theſe Words, Continue in them. 
Let us remember, that we have put an 
Hands to the Plough, and that therefore we 
ought not to look back, but to perſiſt in our 
Yor 99 wich an unmoveable Firmneſs 1 Reſo- 
ution, 
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- lution, not ſuffering any Pretefices or Tempta- 
tions to make us negle& it, nor any ill Treats 


ment to diſcourage us from it, nor ſuffer- 


ing any Fear to deter us, or any Favour to 
divert us. But let us chnſider with our 
ſelves, that the Oath of the Lord is upon us 
That we are not, like the Labourers in * 


Goſpel, hir'd for a Day, but that we have de- 


dicated our Time, our Studies, and all thoſe 
Talents God has been pleaſed to give us, to the 


Work of the Miniſtry, to the edifying of the Body 


of Chriſt: And that therefore, whether the 


World ſmile or frown upon us, we are ftill to 


continue the ſame; and tho' our Flock ſhould: 
make us unhindfowe Returns for our Affection 
to them; tho the more abundantly we love 
them, the: leſs we are beloved by them; yet ſtill 

ſpend: and be ſpent for them, perſe- 


we are to 
vering with an unwearied Diligence in all Long- 


ſuffering, and ſo convincing them that our 
Kindneſs to them is never to be abated, and 


that our Affection for them is unalterable. 


If we thus perſevere in our Courage and Con- 


ſtancy, in our Meekneſs and Patience, in our 


Obedience to God, and Love to Man. If we. 


thus be not weary of Well-doing, but continue 


ſtedfaſt, unmoueable, always abounding in the 


Work of the Lord, we may at laſt win the Af- 
fections of our moſt violent Oppoſers. But if, 


after all our Labours of Love, we be repaid 
only with Reproaches, we ſhall be abundantly 


rewarded with the inward Satisfaction of having 


TS 


done 
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done our Duty, and with a comfortable Con- 


ſideration, that God regards not the Succeſs, 


but the Sincerity of our Actions, and that there- 
fore how ineffeAual ſoever our Labour is to 
the People, it is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. 
15. lt. | | SY 
And this brings me to conſider, 3dly, The 
Reward that will attend our having thus per- 
form'd our Duty; In doing this, we ſhall ſave 
our ſelves, and them that hear us, Tl 

We fhall ſave our ſelves, If we thus watch 


over the Souls of our Flocks, and ceaſe not to 


give them Warning to turn from their Wicked- 


neſs, and the Evil of their Ways; even tho 


they ſhould miſcarry, the Wicked ſhall die in 
their Iniquity, and God will not require their 
Blood at our Hands. But we ſhall be able to 
ſay, as St. Paul did, I am pure from the Blood of 
all Men, Acts 20. 26. And for our farther 
Comfort, we may obſerve, that if we thus diſ- 
charge our Duty, we ſhall not only deliver our 
Souls from Death, but we ſhall ariſe to higher 
Degrees of Glory, we ſhall ſhine 23 the Sun in 
the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stars 


for ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3. | 


But 2dly. We ſball not only ſave our ſelves, 
but them that hear us. ] 

They who attend to what we preach, who 
believe our Report, and conform themſelves ro 
it, ſhall, by this Means, be put into an hopeful 
State of Salvation. | 


__ For. 
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7 


For fince Ven are faved by Faith, and Faith 


cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word 
of God, the Teachers of it may properly be ſaid 
to fave their Hearers, tho not in a ſtrict literal 
Senſe, yet, inaſmuch as God, from whom only 
cometh Salvation, has made them the happy In- 
ſtruments of this bleſſed Work, and hath there- 
fore given them the glorious Title of being Fel- 
low-workers with God and Co-operators with 
Chriſt, 1 Cor, 3. 9. 2 Chr. 6. 1. 17 8 


o 
* 


And what can more encourage us, than to 
conſider, that we are Fellow- workers with the 
Son of God for the Perfection, Edification, and 
Salvation of Mankind; that we are engag'd in 
a Work, which, when well diſcharg'd, brings 
Glory to God, Joy to Angels, Happineſs ts 
Man, and to our ſelves an exceeding great Re- 
—_ | ET 
But I haſten to confider, in the 1Vth and 
Laft Place, ſome Means whereby we may be 
enabled to diſcharge the Duty, and qualified to 
— Reward... v ... 5. 5 

And the firſt that I ſhall mention, is, fre- 
r 3 
Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but it is 
God only that giveth the Bncreaſe, who begins, 
continues, and perfects in us every good Work, 
and enableth us to will and to do according to 
his good Pleaſure: Let us then frequently re- 
tire from the World, and fervently beg of God, 
that his holy Spirit, which, by inſpiring us 
with all holy Reſolutions, hath called us mw the 

are 


> - 
* 
| þ 


„ 


ty ing of his Church and our own Eternal Wel- 


Dactrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction 


aur Kren AS 


Care of Souls, may {9 prevent, dirt and.gro- 
ſper all our Thoughts, Words, and Works, as 
may beſt promote the Honour of God, the Edi- 


wy 


Ihe Second, is, diligent reading the Holy 
Scriptures. | „„ 
How ſhall we be able to inform the Ignorant 


„ 


attempt to illuminate others! How well-ground- 
ed ought our own Faith to be, before we pre- 
ſume to eſtabliſh that of others? How fhall we 
inſtru& others, unleſs we have firſt learn'd 
Chriſt our ſelves ? And how ſhall we be thus 
qualified, unleſs we diligently ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, which only are able to make us Wiſe un- 
to Savation ? For theſe are they which teſtify 
of God, which bring Him nigh to us, and us to 
Him : Theſe are they which difcover his Will 
to us, and our Duty to Him; and ought there- 
fore to be the Rulz of our Faith, the Law of 
our Conſcience, the Standard of our Actions, 
a Lamp unto our Feet, and the Light unto our 
Paths. Theſe are they which are profitable or 
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in Rig hteoufneſs, that ſo we maybe perfect, through- 


ly furniſh'd for all good Work ;, 2 Tim 3. 16. ; 
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How great need then have we frequently to 
read the Holy Scriptures, and to meditate on 
the Eternal Truths contain'd in them] How 
ought we to dwell upon the wiſe and weighty 
Say ings of thoſe Sacred Volumes ! And this 
Jet us do, not only that we may be able to 
inform others, but to improve our ſelves ; not 
only that we may know what is the good and 
acceptable Will of the Lord, but that we may 
be the more and more inclined to perform it. Let 
us have recourſe to God's holy Book, not only to 
underſtand the Sence and Meaning of it, but 
that we may thence Copy out the Bright Ex 
ample of the Patriarchs and Prophets of Chrift 
and his Apoſtles, and tranſplant their Vertues 
into our own Minds. That we may, from theſe 
excellent Rules, from theſe Divine Patterns of 
Goodneſs, learn how to regulate our own Man- 
ners, how to ſubdue our Paſſions, and to renew 


and ſanctify our Souls. 


That we may thence raiſe our Affections 
unto a Godly Warmth and Fervour, Eſta- 
bliſh our Faith, and Confirm our Hope from 
the Gracious Promiſes of God ; and fix on our 
Minds the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions of Fearfulneſs 
and Trembling, from thoſe Woes and Terrors 
which we find ſo frequently denounced againſt 
thoſe Shepherds of Iſrael, who feed themſelves, 
and nat the flock, Ezek. 34. 2. and thoſe Watch- 
nen who are ſleeping, hing down, loving to ſlum- 
ber, lia, 56. 19. . 
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The Laſt that 1 ſhall mention, is to meditate | 


upon the Nature of our Office; frequently to 


recolle& with our ſelves, that our Buſineſs is to . 


be converſant about the beſt of Objects; to ac- 
quaint our ſelves with God; to diſcover his Will 
to Man, and to exhort him to live agreeable to 
it : That our Office is, to point out unto our 
People the way of reconciling themſelves to 


God, and of obtaining his Friendſhip and Fa- 


vour. How Pleaſant is this Office ! How de- 
lightful ſuch an Exerciſe ! How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the Goſpel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things! Rom. 10. 15. 

T hat we are enabled, and therefore ought to 
make it our chiefeſt Care to convert Men from 
their Sins, and to ſave their Souls from Death, 
to ſhew Men the Evil of their Ways, and to di- 
rect their Feet into the Paths of Peace: To bring 
them out of the Power of Darkneſs, into the 
Light of the Goſpel ; from the Slavery of Sin, 
and Tyranny of Satan, into the Glorious Li- 


berty of becoming the Sons of God. 


That our Duty is to make Men Holy here, 
and Happy hereafter; to teach them how to 
live with Comfort, and to die with Confidence; 
to inform them how they may enjoy the Plea- 


ſures of this World, and be aſſured of thoſe 


which are to come. 

Such Confiderations as theſe are ſufficient to 
give us the deepeſt Humility, and at the ſame 
time to raiſe in us Generous and Worthy Reſolu- 
tions; to fire us with an holy Zeal for God's 

Service, 
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22 The Duty and Reward 


Service, to make us throughly contemn the fa- 
ling and fleeting Pleaſures of this Life, and to 
pant after thoſe that are at God's Right Hand, 
where are Rivers of Joy, and Pleaſures for ever; 


>: SA 
Our Work, tis true, is a Work of Difficulty 
and Labour ; . but then, to our Comfort, we 
May conſider, that we have the cleareſt Precepts 


of the Goſpel to direct us, the brighteſt Example 


of Chriſt for us to imitate, and the moſt Glori- 
ous Rewards of Eternal Happineſs to ſupport us. 


And for our Encouragement, we may add, that 


we need not doubt of Succeſs, ſince it is God's 
own Work that we are doing, which he will not 
fail to proſper in our Hands. 


": God the Father ſent. his dearly beloved Son 


Into the World for that very End, in which we 
Jabour, and as Inſtruments, co-operate with him; 
and therefore we may be affured, that he will 
not fail to Bleſs and Proſper our Endeavours, and 
togkeep us always under his good Providence and 
Protection. : WY 
And God the Son, for this very purpoſe, for 
a time, condeſcended to lay aſide the Glory 


which He had with the Father, and reſiding 


here upon Earth, to become a Man of Sorrow, 


and acquainted with Grief. For this very Pur- 


poſe He ſhed his moſt precious Blood. For this 
very purpoſe he fcat his Apoſties, as his Father 
ſent him, that is, on the ſame Meſſage on which 
he came from the Father, viz. To purity a pe- 
culiar People zealous of good Works, to give 
7 | Light 
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Light to them that ſit in Darkneſs, and in the 


Cale of Death, and to guide their Feet into 


the Ways of Peace. And as his Father enabled 
him, by Miraculous Works, to convince Men of 


the Truth of his. Miſſion, ſo did he ſend them 
with Power from on High, and filled them witk 
the Holy Ghoſt, that their Labours might, be 
ſucceſsful. | 

And tho? we, who, in theſe latter Days, are 
gag'd inthe ſame Good Work, have not theſe mita- 
culous and extraordinary Aſliſtances, yet we need 


not doubt of ſuch help as is ſufficient for tis 


For God the Holy Ghoſt (who being the Au- 
thor of all holy Reſolutions) now calleth, us, 
proceeded from the Father and the Son, to\this 
very Intent, that He might enable: the Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors to diſcharge this Office; 
and therefore we may be ſatisfied, that He will 
be ever ready to Direct, to Counſel, and to Cont 
fort us, to preſerve us in all Dangers, to fup- 
port us in all our Infirmities, to carry, us 
through all Difficulties and Temptations, and, 


in a Word, to be with us alwayg; « even.unto the 
End of the World: 


Which Bleſſed Spirit, together a the Father 
and the Son, let us, with Angels, Arch-angels, 
and all the. Company of Heaven, Laud and 
3 now and for evernore. Amen, 

Amen. 
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i Advertiſement. 


Are juſt Publiſhed, for Printing by Subſcription, 
HE Hory BIBI b, containing the O 
Teftament and the Neto; Tranſlated into Exllſb, 


| with Arguments to each Book, and Comments 
upon the Text, By Zobn Wicki;ff,” our Firſt Reformer 


in the Time of King Edward the Third, And now 


Publiſhed, with a Diflertation upon the Author and 
his Writings, By John Ruſſel, M. A. Fellow of Mer- 
ron College in Oxford, and Chaplain to the Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Peterborougb. ay 


The Price of the Small Paper to be two Guinea's, 
of the Large three Guinea's ; one Guinea whereof for 
each to be paid in Hand, the reſt on delivery of the 
Book. No more than Fifty to be Printed above what 
are Subſcribled for. Subſcriptions are taken in by 
John Wyat at the Roſe in St. Paul's Church-yard, 
and molt other Bookſellers in London and the Coun- 
try; As alſo by the Elitor at Merton College in 
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